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let us out ". Lord Wolseley made all the haste possible under cir-
cumstances of great difficulty, but the procrastination of the Cabinet
had delayed the expedition until it was too late. On reaching Korti
(Dec, 29th) Lord Wolseley despatched Sir Herbert Stewart with a
small force by land to avoid the wide bend of the Nile. Stewart,
after a hard fight at Abu Klea (Jan. 17th, 1885), forced his way to
the Nile, not far below Khartoum, but on January 19th was mortally
wounded. The command then devolved on Sir Charles Wilson.
Exactly a week later (Jan. 26th) the Mahdi stormed Khartoum and
General Gordon was killed. Wilson came in sight of the City two
days after it had fallen.
Death of The news of the tragedy reached London on February 5th, and
Gordon on receipt of it the Queen despatched an angry telegram to Gladstone
declaring that " it was too fearful to consider that the fall of
Khartoum might have been prevented and many precious lives
saved by earlier action ". To Miss Gordon she expressed in &a
autograph letter her grief and sympathy and her sense of " the stain
left upon England" by General Gordon's " cruel though heroic
fate ". The Queen exactly expressed the feelings of her people.
The House of Lords censured the Government by 189 to 68, and in
the Commons they were saved from similar condemnation only by
a majority of 14. Their first resolution was to send out large rein-
forcements to Lord Wolseley to enable him " to smash the Mahdi
at Khartoum ". By the middle of April other counsels prevailed.
The left wing of the Radical party brought pressure to bear upon
the Prime Minister, who was more than ready to be convinced. On
April 15th the Government decided to abandon the Soudan south
of Wady Haifa, and, though retaining the port of Suakim, to abandon
the construction, already commenced, of a railway from Suakim to
Berber. This sudden volte-face was due only partly to parliamentary
pressure; serious danger was threatening in another quarter. On
March 30th Russia, quick to take advantage of England's preoccupa-
tion, had occupied Penjdeh on the frontier of Afghanistan.
The              The danger in Afghanistan passed, and with its passing there
theUstory was some Disposition to modify the policy of complete evacuation of
of the      tne Soudan, and to retain the province of Dongola.    Baring, Wolseley,
Soudan    and Kitchener were all strongly in favour of its retention, and the
Queen pressed it on her Ministers, but the will of Mr. Gladstone
prevailed.    The British force was withdrawn m the summer of 1885,
and for another twelve years the Soudan was a prey to anarchy.
When the Mahdi was poisoned in 1885, the Khalifa whom he had
nominated as his successor continued his tyranny.
Meanwhile, thanks to the long and patient labours of General
Grenfcll and General Kitchener, the Egyptian army was completely
reorganized, and in 1806 the Government of the Khedive determined
to attempt the reconquest of the Soudan. This decision coincided